RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

them toward the Turkish and Iraqi borders in the west and toward
Teheran in the east. Sherman tanks were observed by Major Carl P.
Garver, American air attache, at Karaj, only twenty-five miles west
of Teheran. During the Iranian New Year's holiday of March 21-27
an armed coup by the Tudeh and the Soviet agents was generally
expected in the capital. Yet it never materialized. Diplomatic ob-
servers ascribed Soviet hesitation at this juncture to the stiffening of
the American attitude as evidenced by immediate publicity given the
Russian troop movements by the State Department and, on the other
hand, by the determined measures taken by the gendarmerie ad-
viser, Colonel Schwarzkopf, to protect the capital.

Despite all pessimistic prognostications, Qavam showed himself an
astute statesman and diplomat. Following his instructions, Ambas-
sador Ala appealed for the second time to the United Nations. This
time he accused the Soviets of keeping their troops in Iran despite
their March 2 deadline for withdrawal and of continued interference
"through the medium of Soviet agents, officials and armed forces."
Ala's accusation made sensational news in the United States where
the Security Council was then meeting. A prolonged debate was
characterized by extreme frankness on the part of the Iranian dele-
gate, whose testimony was impressive for its legalistic precision. The
Soviets procrastinated and through procedural devices tried to stop
the hearing of the case and to keep the Iranian delegate from speak-
ing. At one time the Soviet delegate Andrei Gromyko walked dramat-
ically out of the conference room. During this debate the American
government took upon itself the burden of defending the principles
of international intercourse. Secretary Byrnes, who appeared in per-
son before the Council, boldly led the American delegation and gave
clear signs that the United States assumed responsibility and leader-
ship in international affairs.

For the Soviets the publicity of an international gathering in which
they stood in the defendant's box was obviously most inconvenient.
Their only hope lay in continuance of direct negotiations with the
Iranian Premier, which might result in an agreement favoring their
interests. This is probably the explanation why on March 26
Gromyko suddenly announced that his government had reached an
agreement with Iran providing for the evacuation of Soviet troops
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